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 SILVER SPRING, Md. — Rose DeWitt Bukater and the rest of the Titanic’s passengers believe the end is coming. In late 1910, a young Rose is a social butterfly, attending concerts, art exhibits and the circus. She’s also working part-time as a nursery maid to help pay the bills. But that’s not enough to save her financially. She is afraid she’ll be sent back to Pennsylvania where her family has a cabin
waiting for her — a cabin she can no longer afford. Her mother, Hannah Brown, is as haunted by the ghost of her husband as she is by the recent loss of their three children in the typhoid epidemic of 1892. Midshipman John Jacob Astor IV, the wealthiest man on the Titanic, has recently come into her life, but she’s too scared to commit her heart to him. Hoping for a solution, she introduces her

fiancé, Jack Thayer, to the White Star Line. After talking it over with him, Rose convinces Jack that she should remain with her mother, and he convinces White Star Line President William Moore to allow her to stay. “Rose and Jack are brought together by a tragic and yet providential chain of events,” writes Titanic historian Tony Boast. While Rose tries to put the past behind her and overcome her
grief, Jack travels to New York City to start the building of the Titanic. He’s the only one who believes in the ship, and spends his time organizing it. But when the Titanic is finished in two years, it is not seaworthy. When the ship is crushed to pieces by the iceberg, Rose is sent to her cabin in bed with a broken heart. She’ll never forget the tragedy, and neither will the rest of the world. Download and

listen to The Titanic and Beyond on iTunes. The Titanic and Beyond By Rose DeWitt Bukater Published by Northeastern University Press ISBN: 0881220393 Hardcover, 351 pages, $29.95 You can read “Rose’s Story” at one of the events below. For more information, visit the Titanic Memorial Foundation’s website at www.titanic.net. The 2009 Titanic: The Artifact Exhibition This national tour
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